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Art Unit: . 3652 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

* 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2, Claims 2, 4-6, 9-17, 19-21 & 23-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lemelson (US 3,788,500). 

With respect to claim 2, Lemelson discloses a conveying unit 14 installed in a 
loading region G. 

With respect to claim 4, Lemelson discloses an apparatus comprising a 
conveying unit 16 inserted into a transport compartment 25 and conveying goods L, P, a 
conveying unit 14-16 having a gripping unit 16 and a lifting unit 16 wherein a gripping 
unit 16 has one gripping unit 16 disposed after another gripping unit 16. It is noted that 
Lemelson discloses two gripping units to automatically load and/or unload a transport 
compartment by traveling adjacent thereto or into a storage compartment. Lemelson 
Abstract. 

With respect to claim 5, Lemelson discloses conveying unit 14 comprising a 
guide and support unit 15 connected to a gripping unit 16. 

With respect to claim 6, Lemelson discloses gripping unit pick-up region G and a 
guide and support unit above pick-up region. 
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With respect to claim 9, Lemelson discloses gripping unit 16 mounted on guide 
and support unit 15. 

With respect to claim 10, Lemelson discloses a guide and support unit 15 end 
points in direction of transport compartment 22 with a guide and support unit support 
element 12S, 21 on end 21. 

With respect to claims 1 1-12 & 14-15, Lemelson discloses gripping unit 16 
having one or two degrees of freedom. It is noted that Lemelson discloses a first degree 
being that in a vertical direction, and a second degree being that in a horizontal 
direction, i.e. into a loading compartment. 

With respect to claim 13, Lemelson discloses a cross member 16, and gripping 
unit moves which transversely across loading direction 15 

With respect to claim 16, Lemelson discloses a conveying unit 14 with rollers 29. 

With respect to claim 17, Lemelson discloses a commercial motor vehicle 12. 

With respect to claim 19, Lemelson discloses an apparatus comprising a 
transport compartment 12 for goods units L, goods units base pick-up region G, 
conveying unit 14-15, 2 conveying unit gripping units 16, 16, 2 conveying unit lifting 
units 16, 16, and two conveying unit guide and support units 15, 16. It is noted that 
Lemelson discloses two gripping units to automatically load and/or unload a transport 
compartment by traveling adjacent thereto or into a storage compartment. Lemelson 
Abstract. 

With respect to claim 20, Lemelson discloses a conveying unit in loading region 
14, rollers 29 and support conveying unit 14, 15. 
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With respect to claim 23, Lemelson discloses a gripping unit 16 mounted on a 
guide and support unit 15 

With respect to claim 24, Lemelson discloses a guide and support unit 15 points 
into a transport compartment 12 and a supporting element 15S disposed at the end. 

With respect to claims 25 & 27, Lemelson discloses a gripping unit 16 moves in 
one or two degrees of freedom. It is noted that Lemelson discloses a first degree being 
that in a vertical direction, and a second degree being that in a horizontal direction, i.e. 
into a loading compartment. 

With respect to claim 26, Lemelson discloses gripping units 16 that move 
transversely with respect to a loading and unloading direction. 

With respect to claim 28, Lemelson discloses a conveying unit 16 has rollers 29. 

With respect to claim 29, Lemelson discloses a transport compartment 12 is in a 
vehicle 12 

With respect to claim 31, Lemelson discloses a loading and unloading transport 
compartment 20 providing conveying unit 14, two gripping units 16, two lifting units 16 
guide and support unit connects to gripping unit 15 inserting conveying unit into 
transport compartment, 

3. Claims 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cornacchia (US 5,108,255). 

With respect to claim 32, Cornacchia discloses an apparatus comprising a 
support beam 16 transverse to a crossbeam 18, 56, first leg 55 connected to a 
crossbeam first end 18, 56 and extending down, second leg 55 connected to a 
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crossbeam 18, 56 wherein first leg 55 and second leg 55 clamp goods 22, a hydraulic 
cylinder 51, 51 connecting a crossbeam 18, 56 to a support beam 16 and extending to 
raise an lower goods 22. 

With respect to claim 33, Cornacchia discloses a crossbeam 18, 56 connected to 
a support beam 16 foi^ translational movement 

With respect to claim 34, Cornacchia discloses a crossbeam 18, 56 pivots on a 
support beam. 

With respect to claim 35, Cornacchia discloses a crossbeam 18, 56 includes a 
hydraulic driver (col. 6, Ins. 55-69) which moves between a clamped condition with first 
leg 55 moving towards second leg 55 and an undamped condition with first leg 55 
moving away from second leg 55. 

With respect to claim 36, Cornacchia discloses a first leg 55 and second leg 55 
do not extend below goods units. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 7-8 & 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lemelson (US 3,788,500). Lemelson discloses an apparatus comprising a gripping unit 

' pick-up region G, guide and support unit 15 mounted to overhead structure. It is noted 
that mounting a guiding and support unit to overhead structure, overhead structure 



Application/Control Number: 10/694,599 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3652 

comprises building ceilings comprise, frame. & cross members. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to mount an apparatus to a ceiling, as taught by Lemelson, such that a 
guiding unit may extend over a loading region. 

6. Claims 37-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cornacchia (US 5,108,255) in view of Lemelson (US 3,788,500). Cornacchia discloses 
the claimed invention, but does not disclose cross members connected to a fixed 
structure. Lemelson discloses fixturing a support beam to an overhead structure, but 
does not disclose fixturing to a ceiling. It is noted that mounting an overhead rail to 
overhead structure, overhead structure comprises building ceilings comprise, frame, & 
cross members. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to mount the support beam of the Cornacchia 
to an overhead structure such as ceilings or beams mounted from a ceiling, to provide 
for an open floor space. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed March 18, 2005 with respect to the rejection(s)of 
claim(s) 1-32 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection 
is made in view of Lemelson (US 3,788,500) & Cornacchia (US 5,108,255). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Weil (US 3982745) discloses interoperability of overhead rail support beam 
mounting ceilings or other overhead structure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory W. Adams whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8101. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 8:30-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-91 97 (toll-free). /)^ /7 
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